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Contents of the November Bulletin. 


This issue of the bulletin contains the usual table reflecting the . 
results of returns on offenses known to the police received by the 
Bureau of Investigation for the month of November. Crime trends 
as indicated by the returns from contributing police departments are 
noted, the crime registration area reviewed, and tables showing the 
number of current and supplementary returns by States are shown. 
Current returns are those which were submitted for the month of 
November, while supplementary returns are those which were re- 
ceived since publication of the previous bulletin but which contain 
the figures for months prior to November. 

“Offenses known to the police’ include those crimes designated 
as Part I Classes of the Uniform Classification, occurring within the 
police jurisdiction, whether they become known to the sane thro 
reports of police officers, of citizens, of Ege ott or court officials, 
or otherwise. They are confined to the following group of seven 
classes of grave offenses, shown by experience to be those. most 
generally and completely reported: Felonious homicide, including (@) 
murder, nonnegligent manslaughter, and (6) manslaughter by negli- 
gence; rape; robbery; aggravated assault; burglary—breaking or 
entering; larceny—theft, including (a) thefts of $50 and over, and 
(6) thefts of under $50; and auto theft. 

“Offenses known to the police” include, therefore, all of the above 
offenses which are reported by the police departments of contributing 
cities, and not merely arrests or cleared cases. 

Crime Reporting Area Expands. 


Police departments of 942 cities of the country contributed returns 
for the month of November. Of this number there were 68 cities 
from which figures were received for the first time. Current returns 
from the first and third divisions of Alaska and from Porto Rico 
were also received, while es returns were forwarded from 
Alaska, Hawaii, and the Philippines. State police and sheriffs from 
a few States also submitted returns which are exclusive of the figures 
received from urban police departments. 

As noted above the area represented by cities which have submitted 
returns during any one month shows gradual expansion. With the 
publication of this issue of the bulletin the'total number of cities which 
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have at any time during the current year submitted returns reached 
1,098. 


In the following table the number and per cent of the cities and the 


number and per cent of the population represented are shown for those 


cities and towns of 25,000 inhabitants or more which have contributed — 


returns for at least one month. 

The classification is based on the 1980 figures issued by the Bureau 
of the Census. In addition to the cities contained in the chart there 
are 358 cities of a population from 10,000 to 25,000, with an estimated 
total population of 5,700,000, and 436 cities of a population less than 
10,000, with an estimated combined population of 2,350,000 which 


have contributed returns. The population of the Territories and 
possessions which have reported at any time since January is esti- 
mated to be approximately 2,000,000. 


Population repre- 

sued in returns 
Population groups 

Number | Per 

(1930) cent 


37, 619, 965 


A. Cities over 200,000 ; 21, 330, 419 
B. Cities 100,000 to 6, 164, 179 
C. Cities 50,000 to 100,000 79 5, 134, 117 
D. Cities 25,000 to 50, 4, 991, 250 


The above table does not include 79 cities of a population less than 25,000, aggregating a total of 8,050,000 
from which returns are received. 


Number of Current Returns Increases. 

In the table on the opposite page is shown the number of returns 
by States received and: published, exclusive of supplementary returns, 
It will be noted that the number of cities contributing current re- 
turns has increased from 399 in January to 942 in November. 
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Supplementary Returns Requested. 


Cities which have failed to contribute returns for each month of 
the current year are urged to do so. In this manner figures forthe 
entire period from all contributing cities will be available: The 
Bureau of Investigation will be pleased to furnish the necessary forms 
for this purpose. In the table on the following page the total num- 
ber of returns received for each month from January to October 
inclusive, 1930, is shown. 
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Monthly Crime Trend Chart. 

The chart. on the opposite page is based on crime returns submitted 
monthly from January to November, 1930, inclusive, by 58 cities of 
the United States with a population of 100,000 or more each, accord- 
ing to available 1930 Census Bureau.data. The cities included in 
the chart have furnished returns on the offenses indicated for the 
above — It is based on the average daily number of offenses 
for each month, and the crimes included are the offenses of the Part I 
Classes of the Uniform Classification of Offenses. 

The chart does not represent trends for all contributing cities, but 
as noted above, is b on the figures submitted for a period of 
11 months by 58 of the larger cities of the country. 
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Robbery Increase Continues. 


he 


October. There was a slight increase shown in 


y the same cities for 
that the number of offenses of robbery reported 


with those submitted b 


indicates 


, 


-cities~for~Nevember shows a moderate increase over t 


A comparison of the figures for October submitted by cities of 


November 
number reported for 


by those 


miscellaneous sizes 





the number of offenses of burglary—breaking or entering reported. 
The fluctuations in the offenses of aggravated assault, larceny— 
theft, and auto theft were negligible, each offense showing a very 
slight increase. Felonious homicide and rape were not included ag 
the figures received on these offenses are relatively too insignificant — 
to merit comparison. . 

The above treatment is confined to returns from cities which sub- 
mitted figures on offenses known both in October and November, 
and is exclusive of incomplete and defective returns. 

Percentage Table of Part I Offenses. 

The monthly per cent of each offense class to the whole is shown in 
the following table. It is based on the total offenses reported by all 
contributing cities, exclusive of defective and incomplete returns. 


Per cent of offenses known 


Part I classes of the 
uniform classification | ary April | May 


100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 
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Annual Return Forms Distributed. 


Forms B and C for the annual returns on offenses known and persons 
charged respectively have been distributed to all officials who have 
contributed crime statistics during the current year. Police depart- 
ments contributing annual figures are requested to mail the forms in 
the envelopes provided, on or before February 1, 1931. . In the event 
these forms have not been received by any department desiging to con- 
tribute the information requested, please communicate with the 
Bureau of Investigation and they will be forwarded immediately. . 
Unfounded Offense Defined. 

An unfounded offense is one which upon investigation proved to be 
groundless. In other words, the offense reported to’ the police depart- 
ment or sheriff’s office was never committed. The number of un- 
founded offenses should be subtracted from the number of actual 
offenses reported. 

Cities Urged to Expedite Mailing Returns. 

Police officials contributing crime statisties are d to forward the 

monthly returns whenever possible, on or before the seventh day of 


each month,. Prompt submissien of the returns facilitates co 
the data received. 


| 





Tasie I.—Number of offenses known to the police, November, 1930 
[Arranged according to the Uniform Classification of Offenses, Part I) 
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TaBLeE II.—Supplementary returns of known offenses—Continued 
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TaBLe I].—Supplementary returns of known offenses—Continued _ 
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